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Hollister Co.
wins dress

code lawsuit

By Danna Walter
donna. walterg@molawyarsmedia com

Former Hollister Co. manager-in-
wraining Laketira Bennen said the
store violated her religious rights by
nod exempting her from the store's
dress code, which, she maimained,
required sales associates Lo woes
chothing that was too revealing.

But a federal jury said the employ-
er has the right 1o enforce its own
rules and regulations — including
the so-calbed “Look Policy™ that calls
for its sales associabes to dress in
Hollister of Hollister-like clothing.
hat meant bow-cull tops, shon skirts,
|i1'l-|:r|.'l.‘| jeans and other I'-.lr|||-|-|ELir|g
clothing.

(n Friday, the S Louwis-based
il.ny. ciilered a delense vendicl in U
lawsuit  the Equal Employment
Opportunity  Commission  filed
against IM. Hollister LLC and
Abcrerombie & Fitch Swores Inc,
dihva Hollister Co

“We are pleased that a jury of eight
middea clear finding that A bercrombie
& Fitch and Hollister Coo did n
discriminare ggninst My Bennetl or
fail 10 accommodale her religious
beliefs,” the company said in & $tate-
ment, “We have always been and
will contimue b e sunmni'..: ol our
asspciates” religious practices and
will confinee 1 accommdadnie those
praciices as the law requires,”

Benngl agreed o the dress code i
Movember 200G when she was hired
as & salesperson, or Ymodel” tor
Abergrombie & Fich's Famrview
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Reaching to give

Piazdo by Kanpn Elsihoot
Missoiri Associalion ol Trial Lawyers voluntesr Joan Lockowood thanks
Becky Yohe, of Doglown, as she contribmles o tha Salvalion Army Red
Kitile Campaign outside the Schnucks slore in ssuth 51. Lowis on Friday.
Lotkwood was amang be members of MATA who volum@ared 1o ring 1he
bell an Friday al latations in Kansas City amd 51, Louvis.
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Lawsuit tackles
rare tort cause:
HIV infection

By Alyscn E. Raletz
alyson. raletz@molawyersmadia.com

A Kangas Crly man whos accused
a former sexual partner of know-
mghy infecting bim with HIV 5
seeking qushice Irom the courls via
civil lingation,

Whale lawsuns m Missoun have
tackled similar infection complainis
invelving other sexually tansmitied
dhiseases, attomeys beleve thas case
15 the first of its Kind to deal wath
HIV in the state,

“There’s been a  tremendous
amount of discmmination,” said ihe
plaintiff's  aftormey,  Michael
Ketchmark, of Davis Ketchmank &
MeCreight in Kansas City. “As edu-
cation mowves forward, people are
miore accepting of kealth conditions
than they had been in the past.”

His clieni, Bruan Poster, last week
hiled suil in Jackson County Circit
Court apaindl Brent Lambi, of
kansas City, for pegligence, cone
cealment, negligent infliction of
emipdional disiress and batiery,

Patter and Lambi mel m July
20408 and two months later expressed
& desire o have sex wilh each olher,
socording 1o the suil.

The plaintiff, who said he tesied
negative for HIY thar June, repon-
edly asked the plaintiff il he"d vesied

posilive or megative or HIY before
they cnj:::l.gm.l in nny sexwal :1;;11'.i|::,.

The defendant allepgedly 10ld the
Mamdafl that he wasn"1 HIV-posilive
and hadm't tested pasiive for the
WIrs

The twa then procesded 1o engage
in sexanl sctivity in Seplember 2008,
bt that Movember the plaintfl test-
ed positive for HIW, according io the
suit.

“Upon information and belief,
defendant knew or in the exercise of
reasonable care should have known
that ke wias HIV-positive andor that
b had ot been tesied HIV-negative
at the time of his contrary represen-
tation to plaintiff in or ascund
September 2008, the suit stated.

Lambi hasa't been chasged waith
the equivalent criminal statute of
knowingly infecting anciher with

HIY, according io the Jackson
-I._'n|.|nl;:; Prosecuting  Attorncy's
office

Asked whether his client had kT
sued or intended fo pursue cramimal
-.Jur;!.'-.'-a apainst Lambe, Ketchmark
declined to comment.

Reached by phane for comment,
Lambi sawd, 1 have miy kraosledpe
of this.” before quickly hanging up
ar a reprarter.
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